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 Donna Conaty is Director of the School of Music at San Diego 
State University and professor of oboe.  Prior to joining the SDSU 
faculty in 2007, she was Associate Dean for Graduate Studies, 
Research, and Curriculum in the College of Fine Arts at Ohio 
University, Athens, OH where she also held the faculty rank of 
professor of oboe. 

A versatile performer, her background ranges from orchestral and 
chamber ensemble to solo and recital appearances presented throughout the United States and 
abroad.   Her artistic interests are particularly geared toward new works and chamber music.  
Conaty has performed as principal oboe of ProMusica Chamber Orchestra, Columbus, OH since 
1991 where she has been featured numerous times as a concerto soloist and singled out 
repeatedly for critical acclaim.   Additional selected performance credits include seven seasons in 
the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music Orchestra, conducted by Marin Alsop, Santa Cruz, 
CA; principal oboe of the Lancaster Festival Orchestra, Lancaster,OH; Artist Fellow in the Bach 
Aria Festival, NY, NY; Spoleto Festival Orchestra in Charleston, SC and Spoleto, Italy; principal 
oboe of the Evansville, IN Philharmonic; principal oboe of the Breckenridge Music Institute 
Orchestra, Breckenridge, CO as well as performing or presenting master classes for numerous 
professional music conferences, International Double Reed Society conferences, and university 
audiences. During the summers of 2005 and 2006 Donna was a member of the oboe faculty at 
the Interlochen Arts Camp, Interlochen, Michigan and has also presented master classes and 
performances at the renowned Interlochen Arts Academy. 

Many of her oboe students have gone on to pursue advanced study at prestigious conservatory 
and university music programs, participated in top selective summer festivals, and are active as 
performers, university faculty, teachers, and arts professionals throughout the country and 
abroad.  

Previous university faculty affiliations have included Ohio University, the State University of 
New York at Purchase and the University of Evansville. She is an ongoing panelist with the Ohio 
Arts Council and has served as a board member of a number of arts organizations. 

 



Originally from Portsmouth, Ohio, Chris has been in the San Diego area 
since 1982. He has served as pianist, conductor, arranger, and vocal 
coach/accompanist during his time in San Diego. 

For San Diego Opera, he served as staging and ballet pianist, as well as 
music director/accompanist for the San Diego Opera Ensemble. For San 
Diego Comic Opera (now Lyric Opera San Diego) he has conducted 
productions of Rose Marie, The Desert Song, The Gypsy Baron, La 
Perichole, and the Mikado. Mr. Allen has also served as audition pianist 
for Long Beach Opera.  

!"#$%&&'($)*$)(+,&+'-$)($./(0$1/2'3*$,1$24,"/&$.5*)2$)($6/($7)'8,#$9,"$6/($7)'8,$!'(:*$
Chorus, he held dual positions as Artistic Director and Principal Accompanist, from 1989-2005. 
;<,$./=,"$/22,.>&)*4.'(3*$1,"$34'$.'(:*$24,"5*$</*$/$>'"1,"./(2'$-5") ng the open house 
?4")*3./*$*'/*,($1,"$34'$@4)3'$A,5*'$-5")(8$7'2'.B'"$CDDE#$F($G/(5/"0$CDDHI$34'$.'(:*$
chorus performed during a major portion of the Superbowl XXXII during the pre-game show. 
9,"$6/($7)'8,$@,.'(:*$?4,"5*I$?4")*$*'"+'*$/*$%"3)*3)2$7)"'23,", a position he has held since 
1996. He has led both choruses at quadrennial GALA Choral Festivals in Denver, Tampa, San 
Jose, and Miami.  

Mr. Allen was Interim Music Director for San Diego Master Chorale, under the Artistic 
Direction of Martin Wright during the 200-07 Season. He prepared the ensemble for concerts of 
Chichester Psalms, Messiah, Elijah, various SDMC sponsored events, as well as, two Summer 
Pops choral groups with the San Diego Symphony. He also was thrilled to prepare a choral group 
1,"$JK",/-</0$L,2M*N$<)34$34'$*0.>4,(0$1'/35")(8$O'<$P,"M$B/*'-$K",/-</0$*)(8'"*#$;4)*$
>/*3$0'/"I$4'$4/*$B''($2,(-523)(8$34'$P,534$?4,)"$1",.$34'$6/($7)'8,$?4)&-"'(:*$?4,)"# 

At San Diego State University, Chris has served as Staff Accompanist for the Choral and Opera 
Programs. Currently, he provides accompaniment, as well as vocal coaching, for voice studios 
and classes at the university. He is also organist at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

2%34*+%!0*!*#&!-%(%)0!51)01-6#1)7%8!9%+:%&); 

!

!

!

!



Thank Yous 
U,)3%5!6#!6*<$0!$,D#!%*!%7&-D!%7#!P$<=-&#!9*)!>#,-;!+#)8!.*--#.%#0!6,%7!*<)!.*$$#;#!

.7&:%#)5!,-!*)0#)!%*!D##:!&!3%)*-;!>*-0!>#%6##-!%7#!><00,-;!.*==<-,%8!*9!%7#!.*$$#;#!.7&:%#)!
&-0!%7#!9<$$!)*3#!;&)0#-!*9!%7#!&$<=-&#!.7&:%#)B!!4#!6*<$0!-*%!#A,3%!+#)8!6#$$!&3!&!.*$$#;#!
.7&:%#)!6,%7*<%!8*<)!3<::*)%!&-0!8*<)!;<,0&-.#B!!C&8!*<)!>*-0!>#!&3!3%)*-;!&3!%7#!:*6#)!*9!
=<3,.!6.$&)'$,6C+(=$H20+.$5&'8($%"6,=$-)(6*$(7+"I(JB!!M7&-D!8*<!9*)!>#,-;!&-!&=&?,-;!.7&:%#)!*9!
6*=#-@!

G 2#)3%,-!4#,-3%#,-5!'*))#3:*-0,-;!L#.)#%&)8!

(BLB!G!2+3,,$8&$&)'$E+(/$/&$/'#$/&$-"I+$6/$/&$/0+$",)-."+$-++/6.4(K$5+$8&.3/$5"./$/&$-6(($&)/$&.$
%7#!*::*)%<-,%8!%*!,-%#)&.%!6,%7!8*<!$&0,#3!=*)#B!!

(

;44,#,$-63(2,"#<'&1 (

(

(

!


